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-the organization quickly grew from an idea with no funding to an organization providing a variety of assistance to poor parishes across the United States, Canada, Puerto Rico, and the Philippines. The extensive organizational records of CCES held at Loyola University Chicago Special Collections provide researchers with information on the history of CCES and its impact on parishes across the country and around the world as well as information on early twentiethcentury Catholicism in the United States.
The Loyola University Chicago Special Collections received the CCES records on June 16, 1967, as a gift from the organization. This gift was authorized by then-General Secretary Rev. Joseph A. Cusack and initially consisted of 184 linear feet of records spanning the years 1905 through 1962 and containing general, historical, and diocesan correspondence; records concerning the Russian Apostolate; Montezuma Seminary; records and photographs regarding the Chapel Cars CCES ran during the early twentieth century; and information on wills and estates containing gifts to the organization. Since 1967 several additions have been made to the records, most notably a photograph collection containing over 10,000 items, a complete run of Extension Magazine, and applications for chapel-building funds. The CCES records now span the years 1905 to 2005 and comprise approximately 307 linear feet of materials, of which 148.5 linear feet are open to researchers. The remaining 158.5 linear feet, consisting mainly of general correspondence files, is being processed and will be made available as it is ready.
The three most requested sections of the CCES records are the photograph collection, Chapel Car logs, and diocesan correspondence. These have been used by historians interested in Catholicism in the United States, parish historians, genealogists, and railroad historians, among others, for books and articles. The CCES Photograph Collection stretches from the years 1904 to 1996, although the majority of the photographs are from the early twentieth century, providing researchers with a glimpse of the people, chapels, and towns served by the Extension Society, events the organization participated in and was affected by, and some of the people who worked for the organization in the early years. The majority of the collection covers the United States, with both states and territories represented, but also includes photographs from other countries where the Extension Society has been active, including Panama, Guam, the Philippines, Puerto Rico, Canada, and countries in Europe. These photographs provide a unique look at a town or the beginning of a parish and may include information on the local priest, missionaries, parishioners, and the town itself. car, motor car, chapel wagon, and chapel boat sections of the collection provide a look at the unique ways CCES brought missions to underserved areas.
The Chapel Car logs are a wonderful source of socialeconomic, Catholic, and American history that is frequently consulted by researchers. Spanning the years 1907 to 1921, the logs usually begin with general information on where the chapel cars were visiting, how many missions were given, how many Masses were said, and how many people attended. As they progress, however, the priests writing the logs begin to include descriptions of the towns they visited and the countryside they travelled through as well as detailed information on baptisms, confirmations, first communions, and marriages or marriage renewals they performed. At times information on conversations or debates with representatives of other religions are detailed. Several of these logs also include information on how the railroad strikes of the early twentieth century and government regulation of railroads during World War I affected the work of the CCES. The Chapel Car 
